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Unit 3 Culminating Activity—
Couple Relationships: 
A Social-Science Interview 

Name_______________________________

Date________________________


Expectations
· Analyze the historical and cultural changes in intimate and marital relationships

· Analyze current trends and issues affecting development of intimate relationships

· Analyze theories and research about the development of intimate relationships

· Analyze the influence of various social institutions on decisions and behaviours of individuals in intimate relationships across the lifespan

· Process: evaluate, analyze, and synthesize information related to individuals and families in a diverse society

Task
To gauge current perceptions and opinions of various issues in society, social scientists conduct surveys or interviews to gather data. After a careful analysis, they are able to comment on changes or make predictions about future implications regarding the topic they are studying. 

For this assignment, you will be investigating the nature of couple relationships and some of the main concepts studied in this unit, such as the mate-selection theories, division of labour, negotiation, and how to solve conflict. You will be conducting personal interviews with two sets of couples and comparing your findings. 

Requirements
· Find a couple that is considered in the early stages of marriage (less than 
10 years of marriage)

· Find a couple that is in the later stages of marriage (more than 10 years 
of marriage)

· A written report that will follow the format listed below

· A presentation of your findings

Note
A.
Common-law couples can also be interviewed. 

B.
When you set up your interviews, be sure to tell the couples the purpose of it. Ensure them they will only be identified as Couple A or Couple B and their responses will be confidential, shared only with the teacher. State that the interviewee is free to end the interview at any time.

C.
Thank your interviewees for their time and participation.

Part A: Written Report

Your report will follow the following format for each couple you interview.
*Note: Section One and Section Two are repeated for each couple.

Section One: Write out the question first, then record the interviewee’s response.

1.
Designate each couple as either Couple A or Couple B, or use first names only.

2.
State their age when they began dating, when they got married/started living together, and how many years they have been together.

Section Two: Write out the question first, then record the interviewee’s response.

1.
What qualities were they looking for in a husband/wife?

2.
How did the couple meet? Describe the courtship/dating process. For example, did parents or societal expectations affect/impact dating?

3.
When and how did they know this person was “the one”?

4.
How long did they date before they were engaged? (Too long? Too short?)

5.
Before they were married, what were their perceptions regarding the division of labour and who would make decisions in their future household?

6.
Why and how did they acquire these perceptions (their parents, society)?

7.
How were jobs and decisions actually divided in their marriage? Who did what for the household?

8.
What are some of the issues that cause conflict in a marriage?

9.
What is their advice on resolving conflict in a marriage (experience, tips)?

Section Three:

1.
After a careful analysis of the answers from both couples, comment on any similarities and/or differences in their responses to the questions.

2.
Suggest a possible mate-selection theory that would adequately describe how each of couple made their choice to wed their partner.

3.
Evaluate the advice each couple gave on conflict resolution and negotiating roles, based on the concepts and strategies discussed in this unit.

Part B: Presentation
You may present your findings from your interviews in any one of the 
following ways:

· Interview 

· Video 

· Orally through PowerPoint

· Any other idea approved by the teacher

Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	Level 1
(50–59%)
	Level 2 
(60–69%)
	Level 3 
(70–79%)
	Level 4 
(80–100%)

	Thinking

	Written component uses creative and critical thinking to analyze and evaluate the results of negotiation and conflict resolution
	•
Uses creative and critical thinking processes with limited effectiveness when analyzing the results of negotiation and conflict resolution 
	•
Uses creative and critical thinking processes with some effectiveness when analyzing the results of negotiation and conflict resolution
	•
Uses creative and critical thinking processes with considerable effectiveness when analyzing the results of negotiation and conflict resolution
	•
Uses creative and critical thinking processes with a high degree of effectiveness when analyzing the results of negotiation and conflict resolution 

	Communication

	Presentation effectively expresses the main ideas and concepts required and presents them in a logical and organized manner
	•
Expresses the main ideas and concepts required and presents them in a logical and organized manner with limited effectiveness
	•
Expresses the main ideas and concepts required and presents them in a logical and organized manner with some effectiveness
	•
Expresses the main ideas and concepts required and presents them in a logical and organized manner with considerable effectiveness
	•
Expresses the main ideas and concepts required and presents them in a logical and organized manner with a high degree of effectiveness

	Presentation component shows understanding of audience and the purpose of informing
	•
Communicates for audience and purpose with limited effectiveness
	•
Communicates for audience and purpose with some effectiveness
	•
Communicates for audience and purpose with considerable effectiveness
	•
Communicates for audience and purpose with a high degree of effectiveness

	Written component effectively reflects proper use of conventions, vocabulary, and terminology of the unit
	•
Uses the proper conventions, vocabulary, and terminology with limited effectiveness
	•
Uses the proper conventions, vocabulary, and terminology with some effectiveness
	•
Uses the proper conventions, vocabulary, and terminology with considerable effectiveness
	•
Uses the proper conventions, vocabulary, and terminology with a high degree of effectiveness

	Application

	Written component makes connections 
by comparing and analyzing the differences in how 
the two couples responded to the interview questions
	•
Makes connections by comparing interviews with limited effectiveness
	•
Makes connections by comparing interviews with some effectiveness
	•
Makes connections by comparing interviews with considerable effectiveness
	•
Makes connections by comparing interviews with a high degree of effectiveness
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