ENG2D7

Mr. Reed
Personal Narrative of a Rite of Passage
This is a writing assignment that will help to develop your skill in personal story telling and your ability to imagine and understand the lives of other people.

It has two parts. 
1. First, interview a member of your family or community about an important life-changing event (a ‘rite of passage’). The person must be of your parents’ generation or older. The event can be anything, as long as the person feels that it had great significance in his or her life. You can either make an audio recording of this interview or take notes while listening. Be sure that note-taking does not get in the way of listening!

You may have to conduct a second interview in order to obtain further details necessary to creating an interesting narrative.  Keep this in mind and plan accordingly.

Once you have finished and are alone, write down the details of the story and highlight the parts that seem most important.

2. Now, imagine that you are the person who had this experience, and write it down in the form of a personal narrative (using the first-person pronoun, “I”.) Write in the past tense. Try to express the story in a way that is interesting, truthful and imaginative. Not every detail from the interview need be included, but the parts of the experience that are most important will need to be presented with many well-chosen details.  Use the writing skills and techniques that we have discussed in class, including, but not limited to characterization, dominant imagery, setting, transitions, a bit of extended description and at least four, unforced, figures of speech.  Remember, you are writing this story from a later date, looking back at a younger you.
In a “true story,” the final draft should be similar to fiction in its narrative flow and well-chosen details. For an example, examine one of the short stories in the ‘Detached Autobiography’ section of  the Points of View text.  Detached autobiographical style is suitable for this assignment.  Remember to interweave dialogue and narration. Dialogue means a two-way conversation.  Dialogue should also be used to advance the plot; don’t just advance it using narration.  Look at the stories we have studied and their related notes and questions for ideas, inspiration and examples of the conventions used when switching from narration to dialogue.  Also, don’t use ‘I’ too often in the story – it’s bad style.
This assignment should be typed in 12-pt. Times Roman, and be 650-750 words in length – longer is acceptable, but 1000 words is the limit. Print the word count at the end. Hand in your interview notes (about one page) with this assignment, stapled to the back. Give your narrative an original title. Type your name, course code with section number, and date submitted at the top left.
Read the rubric carefully.

Please staple this sheet to the back of your work. Have fun and good luck!

Due date:  Thursday, 1 December, 2011
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