Seminar Topics for Lives of the Saints

1. Ricci says, “My aim is to communicate life’s complexity.”  Show how he presents characters and issues from both sides, never being judgmental.  (Include his view of religion and the villagers.)

2. Describe the narrative point of view, and state its effects.

3. Research the meaning of these symbols:

a)
Vittorio Innocente

b)
Cristina Innocente

c)
the snake

d)
Cristina’s scar shaped like a cross

e)
one lire coin

f)
sea journey

g)
any other symbols

4. According to mythographer Joseph Campbell, the mythological hero experiences the following stages in life:

a)
unknown or mysterious parentage

b)
embarks on a search (quest) for Holy Grail (literally Christ’s Chalice; symbolically, a dream)

c)
in exile from society; descends into “Underworld”

d)
assumes a disguised identity

e)
experiences loss and suffering at the hands of a “monster”

f)
achieves insight

g) 
re-integrates into society


Show how Vittorio’s life reflects the above elements of the mythological hero’s life.

5. An anti-hero is a character who is a misfit or outcast from society, in conflict with society’s institutions, but, ironically, embodies more moral worth and positive values than other more “normal” members of society.

a)
Show how Christina is an anti-hero.

b)
Name other characters from novels, or films who embody this “anti-hero” archetype.

c)
Explain why the anti-hero has replaced the traditional hero in modern society.

6. State purposes served by these secondary characters:

a)
Grandfather

b)
Fabrizio

c)
teacher

d)
blue-eyed stranger

e)
doctor on ship

7. a)
State 3 themes of the novel and illustrate with support from the book (look at title, key lines and events).

b)
Are these themes universal in their appeal?  Why or why not?

