Study Guide to Lives of the Saints

I. Seminar Presentations
· All students in the class will prepare point form notes on each chapter (see topics below). 

· Seminar groups of 4 students will present 4 chapters from the text, using PowerPoint. 

· Students should carefully read instructions for Seminar Presentations (ERB).

· Students will be evaluated for their:

· analysis (depth, originality)

· oral presentation skills (volume, eye contact, enthusiasm, articulate and concise diction, audience involvement, engaging introduction and conclusion, including provocative questions)

· Students should practice aloud in order to ensure an articulate and enthusiastic delivery of their presentation, and an appropriate length of approximately 15 minutes (it is absolutely essential that you time your presentation before delivering it in class).

A.  Analysis of Chapters (the 4 chapters can be analyzed as a single unit)
1.
setting and significance 

2.
key events / conflicts and significance

3.
protagonists


a) Cristina



( characteristics and examples (short quotes)



( an anti-hero (see ERB full definition)



( significance of allusions to Santa Cristina


b) Vittorio



( characteristics and examples



( rite of passage

4.
significance of secondary characters – eg. conflict, foils, writer’s values, tone

5.
archetypes (events, characters, symbols)

6.
tone

7.
key (repeated) images/symbols – quote and state significance

8.
diction

9.
2 or 3 of the most significant lines in the chapter – quote and state significance

10.
religious allusions and significance

11.
references to the title and significance (all religious references)

12.
themes


a) references to title


b) any other key ideas or values

13.
relation to other texts and films

14.
2 or 3 provocative questions

B. Rite of Passage in Film
1.
Choose one of the films listed in the ERB on Rite of Passage.


( Cinema Paradiso


( Night of the Shooting Stars


( Whale Rider


( Maya


( Kolya


( Stand by Me


( Into the Wild

2.
Present the following aspects of the film:


a.
name of film, director, year, nationality, any awards


b.
setting and significance


c.
rite of passage of protagonist


d.
any similarities to Lives of the Saints

e.
2 or 3 noteworthy cinematic features

3. Show a 5 minute excerpt from the film.

4. Conclude with a comment on relevance of this film or with a provocative question.

II. Test
Write an introductory paragraph ending with a 3 point thesis statement on the following topics:

1.
significance of title

2.
significance of 3 key symbols

3.
significance of 3 religious allusions

4.
Cristina as an anti-hero 

5.
Cristina as a good mother

III. In Class Essay
Formal, five paragraph essay following MLA format.

