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Study Guide to Romeo and Juliet

I.   Background Notes
1. read background notes, especially Harold Bloom (PDF online)
2. summarize 10 key points (re. play’s themes and characters) 

3. remember to use these points in your homework, discussions, seminars and essays.

 II. Homework Questions (Journal Notes) 

1. Be sure to make notes on all scenes. 
(use point form, and state words of question in your answer. E.g. causes of Romeo’s downfall
2. Note means: a) quote b) state speaker, person spoken to or about, and circumstances c) state dramatic significance d) identify and state significance of literary and dramatic devices
3. Set up one page in your notebook for each Essay and Seminar topic, and fill in any relevant points as you are answering homework questions each night. Remember that these notes will be useful when you prepare your Seminar and Essay.  This will be a wonderful time-management strategy!
4. All homework will be checked regularly.
5. All points must be supported with brief quotes from the text.  To indicate the end of a line in the quote, use a 
slash (/), and to indicate source of quote, rather than stating the page, indicate the act, scene, and line. 
e.g. Juliet’s frustration is evident when she asks, “Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?” (I. v. 32) Memorize exact format and punctuation
6. Note any literary features (eg. metaphor) as well as any dramatic/theatrical devices (eg. soliloquy, sound of trumpets, Romeo descends from balcony) and their effects.
7. Choose any 2 passages in the text that you think have modern relevance, and rewrite each in modern English. eg. slang, dialect, Patois. Each passage should be approximately ½ page.
Act I
Prologue -> scene i - iii

1.
Note Prologue: Chorus’s opening speech


a) What do you think the key lines are?  Why?

b) What is the significance of the Prologue?

2.
What is the view on love presented in the Prologue and these scenes? – support with quotes and cite source e.g. “wherefore art thou Romeo?”  (I. v. 62-65)

3. Write a character study for each major character – state his/her characteristics and support with examples
4. What is the significance of the secondary characters

5. Note key images (Follow instructions above for Homework Questions #2) 

scene iv

1.
What is the role of Mercutio?,  e.g. presenting his views on love (“Queen Mab” speech l. 53+)

2. What is the significance of Romeo’s last speech?
scene v

1.
character studies – support with quotes

2. Anayze the speeches of Romeo and Juliet for:

a)  views on love


b)  images and oxymorons and their effects

Act II
Note Chorus’s second speech

a) significance.
b) link to Act I speech

scene i

1.
significance of Mercutio


a) foil


b) any other purposes?


c) consider Harold Bloom’s view that Mercutio is a “scene-stealer”. Do you agree?


d) which character do you think may be “a mouthpiece” for Shakespeare in his views on love?

scene ii

1.
significance of Romeo’s soliloquy – l. 2 -> 23

· conflict

· revelation of character 

· revelation of Shakespeare’s values/themes

· reflection of Shakespeare’s tone/audience’s mood/play’s atmosphere
2. Note key lines in conversation between Romeo and Juliet


a) images and significance eg. light and dark or other images (see list of images in booklet on 
        Shakespeare)


b) oxymorons – quote and state significance


c) other aspects of diction


d) Bloom’s theory of characters’ ambivalence
3. Note Shakespeare’s methods of concluding a scene: 


a) oxymorons


b) rhyming couplet

scene iii

1.
significance of Friar Laurence’s opening soliloquy?

2. Note any other key lines.

scene iv

1.
purposes of scene

2. Note different sources of comedy eg. puns (define and quote examples)

scene vi

1.
Note key lines.

2. How does Shakespeare achieve resolution at the end of Act II?

3. See questions at back of text – p. 137 and 138 (“video”)

Act III
scene i

1.
Agree or disagree with Romeo’s cry, “I am fortune’s fool!” (l. 135) Remember that this is an 
    excellent, controversial, arguable essay topic. Be sure you have started a separate page for 
   this topic in your notebook.

2. Explain Mercutio’s dying cry, “A plague o’ both your houses!” What theme is Shakespeare 
     alluding to?

3.
a) Comment on the responsibility of various characters for the deaths of  Mercutio and Tybalt.


b) Compare the cause of their deaths to the causes of crime and murder today.

4. Write a news report (½ page) on the deaths of Mercutio and Tybalt, making sure to:

· answer the 5 W’s – who, what, where, when, why (and how)

· “hook” your reader

· present an unbiased, factual summary

5. Write an editorial (1 paragraph) expressing your opinion (your personal bias) regarding this 
    fight scene.  Note the difference in both information and tone of questions 4 and 5. News 
    reporting can serve either purpose

6. State Shakespeare’s view of parent-child relationships.

scene ii

1. Note Juliet’s soliloquy

2. Quote oxymorons in Juliet’s speech beginning on l. 73. State effects.

3. Quote and explain any images of day/light in contrast to night/darkness. Are these images
     used ironically (paradoxically?) Explain.

scene iii

1. Note Friar’s response to Romeo’s weeping


a) “thou fond mad man” (l. 52)


b) “thy tears are womanish; thy wild acts/denote the unreasonable fury of a beast/unseemly 
  
      woman in a seeming man” (l. 110 – 114).  Do you support the Friar’s approach? 


c) Do you think Shakespeare was a misogynist (a woman-hater) or was he simply reflecting 
 
    Renaissance views? 


    Consider whether a writer or filmmaker’s presentation of a morally questionable (eg. racist 
      or sexist) character suggests the writer’s immoral views, or whether it merely reflects 
      reality. Do you find a writer/filmmaker guilty of promoting immorality if they include such 
      a morally questionable character? Explain your views.  As well, cite examples of any such 
      texts or films.

scene iv

1. Dramatic irony is the contrast between what the audience knows and what a character on stage 
    knows.


a) Cite an example in this scene.


b) effect on audience

scene v 
1. Note beautiful, lyrical speeches of the newlyweds.


a) Quote 5 key lines.


b) Identify any literary and/or dramatic features and their effects 

c) Quote any other famous lines.


d) What events are foreshadowed?

Act IV
scene i

1.
a)
How does the religious figure of Friar Laurence complicate the plot?  State the irony in his good intentions.


b)
Explain whether or not he is responsible for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.

2.
State the dominant image and its effect.

scene iii

1.
a)
What is learned of Juliet of her soliloquy?



b)
Has she changed?



c)
What literary features does Shakespeare use to emphasize character and theme?

scene iv

1.
Rewrite the scene in modern dialogue.  You may use slang, patois or any other dialect.

scene v

1.
Note the following key lines:


a)
l. 28-29


b)
l. 36-38


c)
l. 85-90 (motif of contrast)

Act V
scene i

1.
Is Romeo to blame for believing his servant Balthasar’s report without investigating himself?

scene ii

1.
a)
What is learned about Friar John?



b)
What is Friar Laurence’s response (note l. 17 – “Unhappy Fortune”).

2.
Re-read the prologue.  Note any similarities to the prologue here.  What is its significance?

scene iii
1.
Note any shift in Romeo’s character in his speech to Balthasar.

2.
Note Romeo’s interchange with Paris (l. 58-70).  Analyze dramatic purposes.

3.
Examine Romeo’s speech (l. 85-120)



a)
How are the following characters revealed: Romeo, Juliet, and any others?



b)
Identify key images

4.
a)
State the Friar’s response.



b)
Is he responsible for the tragedy?



c)
Agree or disagree with the following comment, “A greater power … hath thwarted our intents” (153).

5.
Note the Prince’s response: 



a)
“Search, seek, and know how this foul murder comes” (199).



b)
“Seek … till we can clear these ambiguities” (217-218).

6.
What is the Friar’s response to the Prince?

7.
How does this final scene provide resolution for the conflicts and the deaths in the play? Refer to 3 or 4 characters, as well as any literary features (eg. word order).

8.
The Prince says, “Some shall be pardoned, and some punished.”  List the characters who are responsible for this tragedy.  Consider staging a trial scene for your group Creative Work.

III. Oral Commentary on Romeo and Juliet


A. Instructions



1.
With a partner, choose a significant passage of approximately 40 lines from the play.



2.
You will present this passage dramatically, and analyze its dramatic significance (see ERB).



3.
Make use of costumes, props and music or sound effects; for example, arrange for live instrumental 
accompaniment in order to enhance the presentation.



4. Since I.B. awards 30% of the mark in Years I and II to Oral Presentations, it is crucial that you practice your Oral Communication Skills. Decide on your goals, and practice in front of a mirror or audience, using cue cards rather than an 8 x 11 inch paper over your face! Remember to look at your audience and to speak loudly, clearly, formally, and dramatically in order to engage them.  Remember that it is your responsibility to deal with your own shy, quiet delivery by consciously practicing aloud in order to ensure a good mark.


B. Preparation for the Passage

Consult the ERB pages on “Stages in the Preparation of Commentaries and Essays.”  Follow the point form plan for Commentaries.  Make notes on all elements. (yes, that’s right, every single element).


C. Commentary (Analysis) on a Passage


I.  Do a dramatic performance (reading) of the passage. Try to memorize (some of) the lines.


II. Analyze the following elements of the passage. You may use an overhead, colour coded, to teach your 
 passage.

1. hook (a quote, a question, a comment on whether Shakespeare reinforces or challenges our stereotypes)

2. summary – 2-3 sentences

3. context

· Where does the passage occur? (act, scene)

· What earlier events/motifs prepared the audience for (foreshadowed) this passage?

· What later events does this passage foreshadow?

· Assess how this scene is linked to the rest of the play.

4. dramatic significance

a) conflict (resolution at the end?)

b) character



( characteristic revealed including quote to prove



( is this a shift?



( how is character revealed?(characterization) eg. foil

c) motifs/value/themes of Shakespeare

d) tone of Shakespeare – tragic, ironic, comic, sympathetic

5. significance of literary and dramatic/theatrical devices and their effects (see italicized stage directions)


III. Be sure to include a meaningful, thought-provoking introduction and conclusion eg. modern relevance


D. Evaluation



See ERB Evaluation of Dramatic Creative Presentations.

IV.
Essay Topics

· Set up 1 page for each essay topic while you are answering questions on the play. Add any relevant information to these pages as you are doing your homework on the scenes.

· While you are writing your essay, paste 2 sticky notes on your computer: 


1. Your 3 point thesis statement


2.Shakespeare’s themes in the play eg. the paradox of love and death, sexism, the significance of fate and 
         free will.

Be sure to link your essay to Shakespeare’s themes in the play

1.
relative significance of Fate and free will (tragic flaw: pride -> blindness -> obsession) in the protagonists’ lives (read ERB  - Aristotle’s 
   view of the Tragic Hero)

2.
significance of one or more key images

3.
significance of Mercutio (do you agree with Harold Bloom that Mercutio 
      is the “scene-stealer of the play?”)

4.
significance of the Nurse (do you agree with Bloom’s view of her as a 
dangerous and disloyal character?)

5.
significance of Friar Laurence / Friar Laurence’s responsibility for the tragedy

6.
significance of Tybalt

7.
Shakespeare’s view on romantic love (consider Bloom’s reference to Shakespeare’s 
      “religion of love”)

8.
foils to Romeo

9.
sources of comic relief in the play

10.
Shakespeare’s paradoxical view of life, in which love (Eros) and death (Thanatos) are linked (See Freud’s theory on paradoxical view of love and death)
11.
the significance of gender eg. male treatment of females during the Renaissance



Remember to carefully read notes on essay writing as well as any earlier essays. 



Consult the thesis statements you wrote for your test.

V.
Dramatic Presentation
Dramatic Presentation # 1

In a group, act out a scene from the play (approximately 4 pages).  You must time your presentation to ensure it is approximately 5 minutes.  You may modernize the scene or change the setting but you must introduce it with a clear explanation of what you are trying to achieve. You may videotape your scene if you wish.  

You will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· acting (volume, emotion, realism)

· familiarity with  lines (try to memorize lines or use a small cue card so you can look at audience)

· staging (do not keep your back to the audience)

· a strong and meaningful introduction and conclusion

· props, costumes, lighting, music, sound (all of these elements are crucial)
Dramatic Presentation # 2

Choose one of the following topics to write and act out as a group.  You may videotape your scene if you wish. 

1.
A documentary to investigate which characters were responsible for the tragedy.

2.
A trial to determine if Shakespeare was a misogynist in his plays.



The same evaluation /criteria will be applied to both dramatic presentations.
VI.
Journal Notes on Shakespearean Drama
Make point form Journal notes on each scene in the play:

1.
setting and significance

2.
conflict and significance (is there resolution at conclusion of play?)

3.
character studies for all main characters (remember Bloom’s reference to ambivalence)

· 2 or 3 characteristics and an example for each one

4.
significance of secondary characters

eg. do they develop conflict, are they foils, do they reflect a theme, set a tone (irony or comic relief)?

5.
Shakespeare’s themes/values   This is one of the most important questions to be answered.

   eg.
( romantic love




( gap between ideals (appearance) and reality




( significance of Fate or free will in the lives of Romeo and Juliet




( any other ideas from the Shakespeare booklet




( tragic hero (see ERB)

6.
imagery (consult Shakespeare booklet)


a)
key images in the play

· quote them

· indicate whether a simile, metaphor, or personification

· significance


b)
any other effective images

7.
diction 


a)
allusions eg. mythological or Biblical


b)
puns – define and quote


c)
oxymorons – quote and significance


d)
Shakespeare’s “blank verse” (poetry)

· iambic pentameter

· rhyming couplets


   Shakespeare’s use of prose

· working class characters

· letters

· emotional speeches





e)
any other aspects of diction eg. euphony, cacophony 



8.
any other key lines or speeches and significance  eg. soliloquies



9.
notes for any of the Essay topics (prepare one page per topic)



10.
a modernized rewrite of any passage you want 



11. support for any of Harold Bloom’s ideas   



12. any other thoughts on the scene



13.
notes for a  Director’s Journal for any scene you would like to present in class 
eg. music, props, staging, actors you would use
}





do you agree that Mercutio and the Nurse, through their “verbal exuberance” serve to “seduce” the audience?








