Study Guide to Wuthering Heights

I. Background Notes on Emily Bronte and Romanticism  

· underline key points

· make a comparative chart, listing key elements of Classicism and Romanticism (a key theme in WH).  Look for elements of romanticism as you are reading the book.

· make another chart listing aspects of your personality and behaviour that are Classical, and those are Romatic. Which philosophy prevails?

II. Oral Chapter Presentations
a) read green handout (also in ERB) on “Literary Analysis of a Text.”
b) prepare an Oral Presentation of 5 to 10 minutes (practice in front of a mirror and time yourself)
c) when presenting, be sure to introduce your chapter in an engaging, thought-provoking manner eg. start with a thought-provoking “hook” eg. a great quote, a question, or a statement re. whether writer is reinforcing stereotypes about this issue, or ironically reversing stereotypes
d) in your Statement of Intent, clarify topics you will cover; do not simply “ramble” without structure.
e) be sure to answer all of the questions listed.
f) try to engage the class by asking various students to read the passage aloud, to fill in a charton overhead, or to write something. 
g) end with a thought-provoking comment, or question (about Bronte’s writing), or statement of modern relevance. 
Content of Chapter Presentations

1. relevant points from Background Notes on Emily Bronte and Romanticism 
    eg. list chapter events or elements that are Classical or Romantic. Does Bronte have a 
    preference?

2. Journal Topics (support all points with brief quotes and page number)

a) setting eg. weather, houses – name/meaning/significance (both outer and inner aspects of the house). Write down all details of houses.

b) conflict

c) protagonists (Catherine and Heathcliff):
i.   characteristics (with textual support – brief quotes and page number)
ii.  source of ironic complexity/tension/ambiguity eg. sympathy and disdain 
     evoked for a character
iii. Heathcliff as an anti-hero (memorize full definition in ERB Literary Definitions)
      a) considered an “outcast”, “misfit in socity
      b) in conflict with various institutions of society eg. family - friends
      c) ironically, embodies greater sensitivity/morality than other characters 
          eg. H’s loyalty and passion

d) secondary characters – significance (see ERB – “Significance of a Literary Element” eg. foil)

e) key images and significance (see “Significance of a Literary Element”)

f) narrative point of view and effects 
( N.P.V. is first person narration by Lockwood which frames the story 
( another N.P.V., presented to Lockwood to flashback from Nelly Dean
( WH is therefore a “story within a story”, a “framed” story

g) narrative structure and effects eg.  ( a “framed” novel, a story within a story
                                                       ( flashback
                                                       ( dreams

h) Bronte’s tone eg. lyrical, romantic, psychological 

i) Bronte’s values/themes/moral vision eg. does she value Classicism or Romanticism or a combination?

3. Seminar/Essay Topics (if not done above)
1. Heathcliff as an anti-hero
2. significance of title
3. Wuthering Heights as a romantic novel
4. foils
5. significance of a secondary character 
6. other topics that interest you

4. challenging literary questions  eg, effect of having another character such as Heathcliff narrate the story, effects of modernizing the story?

5. related novels or films
6. an original title
III. Creative Writing
Choose a paragraph and rewrite it in modern language, even slang or dialect; use powerful diction and images. You may make the passage humourous. Be prepared to read this passage aloud in class.
IV. Colour Coding of a Passage

· colour code for all patterns (see ERB – “Colour Coding”)
· make point form notes on significance of the passage (see ERB – “Significance of a Literary Element”)

· list key literary features and significance (use literary terms)

· you will eventually write an in-class commentary on a passage (purposes/significance of passage as well as literary features and effects)

V. In-class Formal Commentary (a 5 paragraph commentary on 3 interesting aspects of WH)

· practice writing Statements of Intent on any topic(s) that interest you
eg. ( 3 interesting characters (character study)
      ( significance of setting (briefly describe 1 or more settings, and then state how
          it creates conflict, reveals character, reveals the writer’s themes, values – see
          title, how it creates a mood)
      ( Heathcliff as an anti-hero (see all 3 points listed earlier)
      ( Heathcliff as a sympathetic character (worthy of reader sympathy)

· in order to prepare for this assignment, carefully read the following pages in ERB: 

· Skeleton Essay outline

· Sample papers – “purposes of Garden Scene” (a Commentary), and “Significance of the Supernatural in Julius Caesar” (an essay)

· read italicized questions following each of the above sample papers and carefully underline and label all elements in the writing eg. hook, statement of intent, topic sentences, linking words

· on a sticky note, at the beginning of your writing, state the writer’s central theme or value (look at title or central metaphor: for Bronte Romanticism is a key value, which must be moderated in the end)

· write and submit a practice paper before the actual in-class writing

VI. Creative Presentation (group or individual)

· Consult ERB Journal Topics – creative topics

· Be sure your presentation demonstrates awareness of Bronte’s characters, themes, and literary features, and be sure to explain your ideas and aims to the class.

· If you choose to modernize or change the passage in any way, explain what you did and to what purpose.

· Always present a final polished product

· always present a polished final product

· write a provocative and engaging introduction, explaining exactly what you will do and why, and conclude in an equally thought-provoking manner. eg. relevance, literary questions that arise

· Choose or design any topic that interests you, and can meet the criteria for evaluation
Sample Topics
1. Perform a scene (from the book or a revised scene where you have changed an aspect eg. narrate from another character’s point of view, change the setting (to Weston Collegiate- the parking lot). Keep the same type of characters and themes even if you modernize or change the scene. Explain your ideas including any changes you make.  You may videotape the scene, or act it out in class. Include the usual dramatic elements, costumes, props, music, staging.

2. Perform a piece of music that you have chosen or composed yourself as background for a film of Wuthering Heights. eg. listen to the song “Heathcliff” or Wuthering Heights” by 1980’s British singer Kate Bush. Perform the piece on your instrument (keyboard, guitar, sax, anything!) or bring in a CD of music you have chosen as the soundtrack for a film.

3. Do a photographic collage (see sample at back of class).

4. Stage a dinner party with Bronte and characters from other texts that deal with romantic relationships. eg. Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, Hermia and Lysander. Write the script for that dinner conversation

5. Plan a talk show where the host, for example Oprah, interviews key characters from the text.

6. Write and stage a scene in a psychotherapist’s office where Catherine, Edgar, and Heathcliff are having a session. Try to use psychiatric labels where appropriate. Eg. CS bipolarism, Heathcliff’s depression, sado-masochism.

7. Do a piece of artwork (see class examples). eg. photographic collage with key lines superimposed over photos.

8. Write a poem based on the novel.  See ERB article “Writing Original Poetry” 

9. Narrate a passage from another character’s point of view, set in a different place. eg. modern India

VII. In-Class Test

1. Consider the following elements from the text eg. setting, anti-hero, Classicism vs. Romanticism, imagery. 
Based on these elements: 

a) write a 3 point Statement of Intent which is focused/specific and supportable
b) write a complete introductory paragraph with all necessary components

c) write 5 key points about the topic
2. Dramatic Significance of a Passage
a) colour code the passage for at least different patterns 
b) state the significance (purposes) of the passage
c) name, quote, and state the effects of at least 3 different literary features

3. a personal response to the text eg. - relevance of text in your life or in society
                                                       - how characters function as archetypes

